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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 13280 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC, PINS, LE 

SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING OF TWO USIA OFFICERS 
REF: BEIRUT 13140 

1. ECON COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIED BY POLITICAL OFFICER HOWELL 
CONTACTED FORMER ECONOMIC MINISTER AND JUMBLATT DEPUTY, 
ABBASS KHALAF, LATE AFTERNOON OCT. 24 CONCERNING KIDNAP- 
PING OF GALLAGHER AND DYKES. USG'S CONCERN ABOUT THIS 
MATTER AND AVAILABLE BACKGROUND INFORMATION WAS CONVEYED 
TO KHALAF. ANY ASSISTANCE KHALAF COULD RENDER WITH RES- 
PECT TO FREEING GALLAGHER AND DYKES WOULD BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 

2. KHALAF IMMEDIATELY EXPRESSED HIS DEEP REGRET AND 
VOLUNTEERED TO UNDERTAKE WHATEVER HE COULD DO. WHEN IT 
WAS NOTED THAT, WHILE WE WERE UNAWARE OF LOCATION OF 
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GALLAGHER AND DYKES, THERE WAS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THEY 
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MIGHT BE IN THE HANDS O F THE PALESTINIAN REJECTION FRONT, 

KHALAF VOLUNTEERED TO TRY TO GET IN CONTACT WITH GEORGE 
HABBASH AND/OR TAYSIR KUBBEH BY TELEPHONE. HE ALSO SAID 
THAT THESE WERE DIFFICULT PEOPLE TO DEAL WITH. HE WOULD 
DO HIS BEST, HOWEVER, AND REMAIN IN CONTACT WITH US. 

3. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO KHALAF THAT THE REGIONAL SERVICE 
CENTER WAS ESTABLISHED IN BEIRUT BECAUSE OF THE EXCELLENT 
FACILITIES THE CITY HAD TO OFFER. ESTABLISHING THE CENTER 
HERE RESULTED IN THE CREATION OF 90 JOBS FOR LEBANESE 
NATIONALS. THIS INFORMATION SEEMED TO HAVE IMPRESSED 
KHALAF. HE RAISED THE GENERAL QUESTION OF THE ACTIVITY 

OF U.S. FIRMS IN LEBANON AND SAID THAT HE HOPED THE RECENT 
DIFFICULTIES HAD NOT CAUSED TOO MANY FIRMS TO LEAVE. N 
REPLY, IT WAS NOTED THAT, ALTHOUGH RELATIVELY FEW OF THE 
300 FIRMS IN BEIRUT HAD DEPARTED SO FAR, THE CONTINUING 
DIFFICULTIES AND, IN PARTICULAR, THE NEWS OF KIDNAPPINGS 
HAD A VERY ADVERSE EFFECT. CONTINUING TO REGISTER HIS 
CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE DEPARTURE OF THE AMERICAN BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY, KHALAF ASKED IF THE NOTICE IN THE NEWSPAPERS 
ABOUT REGISTRATION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS INDICATED THAT THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WAS ABOUT TO RECOMMEND EVACUATION. 
EMBOFFS STATED THAT THIS DID NOT IMPLY THAT A DECISION TO 
EVACUATE HAD BEEN TAKEN AT THIS TIME. 

4. EMBOFFS ASKED KHALAF POINT BLANK WHAT THE ATTITUDE OF 
KHALAF'S GROUP WAS WITH REGARD TO THE PRESENCE OF U.S. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS IN LEBANON. KHALAF REPLIED THAT THE 

U.S. BUSINESS COMMUNITY WAS MOST WELCOME AND THAT THE HOPED 
THE RECENT EVENTS WOULD NOT RESULT IN TOO MANY DEPARTURES. 
GODLEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 OCT 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT13280 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750372-0387 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751018/aaaaapxl.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 BEIRUT 13140 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KIDNAPPING OF TWO USIA OFFICERS 

TAGS: ASEC, PINS, LE, (GALLAGHER, CHARLES D), (DYKES, WILLIAM R) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



